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Abstract ; In the background of comprehensively deepen reform in China, the policy experiment mecha-
nism has been widely applied in the administrative approval reform. It has accelerated the administrative
regulation reform process in China greatly. Nevertheless, the policy experiment mechanism is challenged
by limited scientific and legalization level due to the weak restraint of Administrative Licensing Law on
administrative approval reform. The institutional tension between central coordination and local autono-
my and the tension between political flexibility and the rule of law need to be alleviated. It is concluded
that to reconstruct the process of policy experiment procedures and to set up a scientific and professional
administrative agency are important ways to effectively improve the scientific and legalization level of ad-
ministrative approval reform experiments. It is suggested that a special authorization clause for adminis-
trative approval reform experiments should be added to improve the standardization and operability of
policy experiment authorization procedure in the future when the Administrative Licensing Law will be a-
mended. It is also important to refine license evaluation procedures, to clarify license evaluation meth-
ods, and to establish a professional license evaluation agency to enhance the applicability of license eval-
uation clause in administrative approval reform experiment. Finally, a fault-tolerant mechanism clause
should be added in the Administrative Licensing Law to effectively enhance the local initiative and the
innovation enthusiasm.

Key Words: administrative approval, policy experiment, Administrative Licensing Law, license evalu-

ation system, fault-tolerant mechanism
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