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Abstract; Unifying the application (or interpretation) of law was an important goal of judicial reform in
modern Chinese history. The Court Organization Law in the late Qing Dynasty explicitly granted the
highest adjudicative organ the power to uniformly interpret laws and regulations. From the Da Li Yuan of
Beiyang government to the Supreme Court and Si Fa Yuan of Nanjing National Government, the rules for
making judgments and legal interpretations by the highest adjudicative organ was increasingly robust,
and the mode of “judicial law-making” had been gradually formed. In the face of political division and
a huge backlog of cases, the highest adjudicative organ still exercised its power of final adjudication gen-
erally, which was the basis for achieving the unification of law application. The abbreviature of prece-
dents and their compilations exhibited an obvious feature of “statutorization” , which not only adapted to
the judical situations at that time, but also was in line with the traditional approach of “parallelism of
statutes and precedents”. Judicial interpretations in the Republic of China were also regarded as “prece-
dents” in a broad sense, presenting a feature of “adjudicatization”. The institutional development and
judicial practice in modern Chinese history are also of some reference value for achieving a unified appli-
cation of law in contemporary China.

Key Words: the highest adjudicative organ, judicial unity, power of final adjudication, abbreviature of

precedent, judicial interpretation

- 205 -



