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Abstract; Based on the assertion that “judicial power belongs to the central authority” , judicial reforms
since 2013 in China have aimed at eliminating judicial local protectionism through the centralization of
judicial power. Of the two main reform measures adopted by the Central Government, the measure for
the unified management at the provincial level of personnel, funding and properties in local courts and
procuratorates below the provincial level has been implemented only to a limited extent due to the consti-
tutional constraint that local courts and procuratorates at various levels are set up by local people’ s con-
gresses at corresponding levels and the uneven distribution of financial resources among various regions,
while the measure for establishing cross-administrative-district courts and procuratorates remains at the
pilot stage due to disputes over constitutional space and the reform path has also shifted back and forth
between the creation of judicial institutions and the adjustment of jurisdictional systems. In fact, local
courts and procuratorates have not only a “state” atiribute but also an inherent “local” gene. Judicial
local protectionism stems not from the local attribute of courts and procuratorates, but from their systemi-
cally administerization by local in the exercise of judicial power. Only by determining reasonably the po-
sition of judicial power in the local power structure in accordance with the requirements of the rule of law
and the laws of justice, can a reliable premise and foundation be provided for the independent and im-
partial exercise of powers by local courts and procuratorates in accordance with the law.

Key Words: judicial reform, unified management at the provincial level, cross-administrative-district

courts, jurisdiction, judicial local protectionism
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