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Abstract; In the current judicial practice of China, there is a logic of appearance of key witnesses in
court to testify, which holds that, in principle, not all witnesses, but only a few key witnesses, need to
testify in court, the judgment standard of a key witness is the indispensability or irreplaceability of the
witness, and the judgment method is the pre-review of the probative force of written evidence made out-
side the court. This logic can easily lead to problems such as weak protection of the right of confronta-
tion, inability to clarify the facts of the case, un-substantiation of court trial, and failure to control the
power of investigation. The emergence of the logic of the appearance of key witnesses in court is closely
related to the judge’ s negative attitude towards the appearance of witnesses in court to testify, investiga-
tive centralism, the way of corroboration, and so on in the judicial practice of China. Against the back-
ground of advancing the trial-centered reform of the litigation system and strengthening the substantiation
of court trials, we should actively seek a path of legal interpretation to abandon the logic of appearance
of key witnesses in court to testify, return to the logic of appearance of necessary witnesses in court to
testify , and reasonably define the structure and connotation of Article 192 (1) of the 2018 Criminal Pro-
cedure Law.

Key Words: trial-centered, substantiation of criminal trial, appearance of witness in court to testify,

key witness, necessary witness

(55) ZWaisl (46), MERMES, 469 7, wisl (47), PRGEH, &

@
ﬁk
S
[38]
[\S}
b=

- 186 -



