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Abstract; The Chinese Civil Code is mostly defined as a basic civil law by existing theories in China.
Although the concept of the basic civil law has Chinese characteristics, its connotation is unclear and its
effect is vague. The positioning of the Civil Code as a basic civil law will excessively narrow the scope of
the effect of the Civil Code and is not conducive to coordinating the relationship between the Civil Code
and other laws or maintaining the stability and authority of the Civil Code. The Civil Code shows its fun-
damental status in the whole legal system in terms of objects of adjustment, value objective, legal effica-
cy, legislative technology and legislative process. Xi Jinping’ s important assertion that the Civil Code is
a “fundamental law that consolidates the foundation, stabilizes expectations, and benefits long-term de-
velopment” not only advances the theory of the legal system but also enhances the understanding of the
status of the Civil Code, thus is theoretically original and serves as a practical guidance. The elevation
of the status of the Civil Code from basic civil law to fundamental law conforms to the inherent attributes
of the Civil Code, the fundamental requirements of the Constitution, and the needs of society in China.
The Civil Code should go beyond the limitations of basic civil law, have the attributes of fundamental law
in the socialist legal system with Chinese characteristics, and have significance for legislation, judication
and administration.

Key Words: Chinese Civil Code, basic civil law, fundamental law, constitution
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