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Abstract: The unit crime doctrine in China deviates from the essence of “moral condemnation” of crim-
inal law, confuses the functional boundaries between criminal law and other legal domains, weakens the
ethical basis of criminal law, and falls into the dilemma of legislative generalization and judicial vacan-
cy. The symbolic significance and substantive deterrence of the dual punishment system of unit crimes
are also insufficient, and the resulting expansion of charges and confusion in the logic of responsibility
cannot be completely solved by simply issuing relevant judicial interpretations, limiting unit crimes to
corporate crimes, or constructing a theory of fictional legal persons. After the abolition of unit crimes,
non-penal sanctions such as disqualification and restriction of business operations can be used to replace
fines, and “the crime committed by unit” can be used as an organized accountability model to continue
to play the role of default collective accountability framework of current unit crimes, so as to rationalize
criminal liability determination by adhering to the principle of culpability, thereby preserving the ethical
integrity and systemic coherence of criminal law.

Key Words: unit crime, moral condemnation, principle of culpability, non-penal sanction, complicity
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