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Abstract: As a historically rooted spiritual entity, the Chinese-style modernization of the rule of law is
also anchored in Chinese traditional culture, thus continuously perfecting the legal framework of *Cul-
tural China”. The national purpose clause in the 1982 Constitution on “Cultural China” bases the legiti-
macy of the normative order on the legitimacy constructed by history, culture, and tradition, i. e., a his-
torical notion that is compatibly diverse and prudently longstanding. In addition, the state objective
clause in the 1982 Constitution on the “cultural state” , especially the basic national policy of protecting
historical and cultural heritage, undergoes the conceptual shift and systematization of the cultural herit-
age law, thus safeguards the historical culture of China with law. The contemporary Chinese rule of law,
which almost instinctively returns to culture, is born from the fundamental normativity of Chinese tradi-
tional culture in national construction and governance, which is a concept of inter-structure between
classies and history, doctrine and practice, normativity and experience, and law and culture. It also a-
dopts the modern form of the rule of law, manifesting itself as concepts and norms, systems and mecha-
nisms in the Constitution and the cultural heritage law. Thus, contemporary Chinese legal practices are
constantly engaged in a dual translation of Chinese legal traditions and global legal civilization, which
promotes the creative transformation and innovative development of Chinese law.

Key Words: Cultural China, cultural state, national purpose, state objective, cultural heritage law
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