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Abstract: Family relationships are characterized by identity, ethics, emotionality, and continuity. The
functioning of family relationships exhibits a distinct lack of formality, making general civil judicial mod-
els inadequate for effectively resolving family disputes. The goal of effectively resolving disputes endows
family justice with a substantive nature, making mediation the most conventional method of dispute reso-
lution. Due to the unique nature of family relationships and family disputes, family justice often relies
less on formal elements for its realization, and is situational , lifelike, and tacit in its expression. Cur-
rently, family justice in China is not suited to a purely formalistic rule of law approach. Instead, it
needs to adopt a pragmatic rule of law approach, allowing greater flexibility and practicality in family
justice without breaching fundamental legal principles and mandatory laws. To this end, it is necessary
to construct special procedures, improve the quality of judges, strengthen professional ethics and occu-
pational security systems for judges, enhance the participation of social forces, and foster mechanisms
for the integration of civil norms, so as ensure the proper exercise of judicial power while meeting the
special needs of family justice.

Key Words: family justice, dispute resolution, the formal rule of law, pragmatism, judicial justice
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