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Abstract ; Section headings are legal phrases placed before or on the side of articles of law. They can be
divided into two categories: those summarizing the content and those indicating sources. Section head-
ings in ancient China belonged to the first category. They were abolished during the legal reform in the
late Qing Dynasty because the legislators at that time chose to imitate the legal structures of Japan and
other countries. Nevertheless, the indexing, naming, arranging, and constructing functions of section
headings have reference and practical values even today. Section headings in the civil law system origi-
nated from the Codification of Doctrines in Roman law. However, they disappeared in the Middle Ages,
when the sources of law became diversified. In the twentieth century, under the influence of the new le-
gal doctrine and the section headings of the common law system, the statute law of the civil law system
began to revive section headings. In the new era, section headings are not indicated in Chinese laws,
but the demand for section headings in such fields as legislation, administration of justice, and legal ed-
ucation in China is rising. In the context of tightening legislation, legislative organs in China should take
the lead in carrying forward the excellent traditional Chinese legislative techniques and drawing on the
experience of civil law countries, and create a set of section heading norms compatible with the path of
modernization of the rule of law with Chinese characteristics.

Key Words: section heading, legislative techniques, the legal reform in the late Qing Dynasty, cultural

inheritance, modernization of the rule of law with Chinese characteristics
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