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Abstract: To ensure the smooth and expeditious operation of criminal litigation procedures, foreign and
domestic jurisdictions commonly institute time norms, such as the principle of speedy trial and time-limit
regulations, as the basis for adjudicating time-related disputes among parties. These time norms can be
categorized into three types: the advancement period of litigation acts, the duration of compulsory meas-
ures, and the limitation period of prosecution. This approach not only fully respects the initiative of
case-handling personnel but also effectively safeguards the legitimate time demands of the parties. Cur-
rently, China has not adopted efficient legislative techniques to differentiate among these three types of
time norms, resulting in institutional confusion and functional derangement and giving rise to time-relat-
ed chaos in practice. The time norms in criminal procedures should be improved according to the mecha-
nisms of these three types of time norms. Firstly, the commencement and termination points of the dura-
tion of compulsory measures should be appropriately decoupled from the nodes of litigation acts to pre-
vent the time requirements of all parties from being translated directly into the necessity of continuous
application of compulsory measures. Secondly, since the time-limit accelerating function of the advance-
ment period of litigation acts has been weakened due to the above-mentioned decoupling, the time-con-
trolling effects of various principles of speedy trial and limitation period of prosecution on litigation activ-
ities should be synchronously enhanced to prevent process delay. Finally, various time-limit and time-
grant justifications should be elaborated, and the fixed time-grant mechanism should be transformed into
a variable one. Moreover, it is also essential to give preferential protection to the time needs of the de-
fense side, give full play to the decelerating effect, and strive to counterbalance the authorities’ exces-
sive pursuit of efficiency.

Key Words: reasonable time, mandatory disposition, limitation period of prosecution, time limit rule,

speedy trial principle
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