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Abstract; There are discrepancies between the texts on the Chunyu Yi Case in Historical Records ( Shi-
ji) and those in the Books of Han ( Hanshu). The reconstruction of key facts of that case should be
based on the texts of Historical Records. The crime Chunyu Yi committed might be embezzlement and
the punishment was tattooing (or tattooing and cutting off the nose) and being made a wall-builder.
Chunyu Yi was first sentenced to this corporal punishment by a court in the State of Qi, and the time
point of “April 20th” on the bamboo slips of Han Dynasty excavated in Hujia Caochang may be directly
related to this case. While awaiting the execution of his punishment, he was implicated in another crimi-
nal case and transferred to Chang’ an in accordance with an imperial edict. In The Biography of Cang
Gong, the phrase “someone submitted a letter to Emperor Wen which mentioned Yi” does not mean that
the person accused Yi of committing the crime, and the trial ordered by the imperial edict might be a re-
trial of the same case that had already been tried by the court in the State of Qi, or the trial of a new
case involving Chunyu Yi. The phrase “ (&) LUFE2M44% P52 K %" means that Yi was to be trans-
ferred to Chang’ an as a prisoner awaiting the execution of corporal punishment. Tiying, the daughter of
Chunyu Yi, submitted a letter to Emperor Wen, offering herself up as government slave in exchange for
exempting her father from the corporal punishment. However, Emperor Wen refused to pardon Chunyu
Yi, who was imposed the punishment of having his head shaved, wearing an iron collar, and being made
a wall-builder in accordance with the new punishment system. Chunyu Yi might have been pardoned and
returned to his hometown in the fifteenth year of Emperor Wen’ s reign. In the fourth year of the Latter
Period of Emperor Wen’ s reign, he was asked questions by imperial edicts, and he answered that “ As
to my age, | was 39 years old by the end of the third year” , “the third year” here meaning the third
year of the Latter Period of Emperor Wen’ s reign. The historical review by Sima Qian in The Biography
of Cang Gong that “thus Cang Gong concealed himself” , is a statement about Chunyu Yi’ s way of self-
preservation, not a charge in criminal law.

Key Words: Chunyu Yi, discrepancies between the related texts in Historical Records and those in

Books of Han, transfer of a prisoner between detaining locations, transferred prisoner, Tiying
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