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Abstract; Through the study of Zheng Qingnian Case-a homicide case in the 4th year of Emperor
Tongzhi’ s Reign in the Qing Dynasty (1865) , this article sheds new lights on the process of fact-con-
structing by local officials during that period of time through the comparison of archive records pre-
served by local and central administrations. By manipulating the proofs and pruning the facts, the of-
ficials managed to turn the evidence that carried conflicting voices at the first trial into a version with
perfect consistency, as is shown in the Imperial Memorial of Penal Section. In corroboration with this
case, other sources also indicate the requirements of proof sufficiency in the criminal justice at that
time, particularly the high demands on the coherence of proofs. This seemingly absurd standard was
the result of a series of mechanisms, such as dossier review by central government and super-powerful
local officials under strict supervision. Seen against its judicial institutional settings of hierarchical
centralization, the case study illustrates the inherent causality between judicial technical requirements
and grand political structural institutions.
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