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Abstract; Constructing an order of co-governance by the government, the market and the society is an
important proposition of governance structure under the strategy of constructing the rule of law in Chi-
na. The co-governance pattern poses new challenges to the rule of law system, leads to the structural
adjustments of legal rights relationship and related principles, challenges the dynamic adaptability of
the procedural view of the rule of law, and exacerbates the tension between the pragmatic tendency of
governance and the formal rationality of the rule of law. Therefore, it is necessary to create a form of
rule of law that matches the pattern of co-governance. In terms of ontology, this form of rule of law
should be based on the renewal of the governance structure and the integration of governance mecha-
nisms, and emphasize the normative unity of law-based governance and effective governance. In terms
of the basic structure, it should focus on the construction in the following four dimensions; the open
normative structure, the embedded governance organization, the co-governance procedure of negotia-
tion and balance, and the task- and process-oriented tools. All in all, China should promote the crea-
tion of a co-governance pattern-oriented form of rule of law in the following four dimensions; develo-
ping the coherent function of the legal system; establishing a new coordination relationship between
legal order and governance order; molding the “government-society-market” tripartite structure; and
establishing focal points of legal structure according to the practical logic of governance reform.

Key Words: co-governing order, form of the rule of law, law-based governance, effective governance
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