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Abstract: The “ownership diversity phenomenon” reflects territoriality of law, which is inconsistent
with trend of development of legal universality against the background of globalization. There should
be a single law applicable to the ownership of IP products in different countries. The principle of
“ownership universality” is one feature of the weakening of IP territoriality. From the perspective of
what ought to be, “ownership universality” can be applied to IP ownership to some extent, which
contributes to cross — border flow and maximum use of IP. There is no room for the application of
“ownership universality” to mandatory rules of IP ownership. Current international treaties pose no
obstacle to the application of “ownership universality”. How to choose the single applicable law under
“ownership universality” is an important question that urgently needs to be answered and the clarifi-
cation and recognition by most countries of the choice of rule is a necessary precondition for the effec-
tive operation of “ownership universality”. To resolve the legal conflict caused by the co — existence
of “ownership universality” and lex protectionis, the country from which protection is claimed should
have the final determination of the law applicable to IP ownership, and the renvoi should be embedded
in lex protectionis.

Key Words: ownership of intellectual property, application of law, lex protectionis, ownership uni-

versality
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