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Abstract: The Chinese thinkers in the early modern time had accepted the concept of constitution-
alism according to their own understanding which is fundamentally different from the original
meaning in the western cultural tradition. Westerners seek the intrinsic value of constitution-
alism, whereas in China, it is understood as an instrument for seeking a prosperous and powerful

state. Therefor, the intrinsic value of constitutionalism is curtailed.
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