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Abstract: The basic presumptions of the status system in private law differ from those of tradi-
tional civil law. The traditional theories in private law can not satisfactorily define status relation-
ships, and most of the general rules in German Civil Law do not dominate status law.

With individual relationships and structural existence of civil society as the presumptions, the
construction of the status system in private law confirms that the state of human being’s existence
is a model of “individual — identity body — civil society”. Individual lives in the identity body,
which is an important carrier of private order as well as the organization or community where peo-
ple live and develop. As a status unit, it allocates specific benefits to specific groups so as to meet
the needs of its members. Members can share the benefits of the identity body, with their internal
and external relationships defined by their statuses. They enjoy the rights, burden the obliga-
tions, and are bound by the internal rules within an identity body. The logic of an identity body is
that status decides power, and power decides benefit share.

Allocation —type status arranges status posts within an identity body. Thus the differentiated
order is realized by endowing different statuses and benefits to individuals. Remedial status de-
fines homogeneous members according to certain natural and social attributes to remedy the ine-
quality resulting from the operation of allocation— type statuses. As a result, the inequality can
be controlled in an acceptable scope.

The elements of the status system include status benefits, value orientation, differentiation
mechanism, behavioral rules and external marks. The construction of status system should be in-
novated by defying the traditional theoretic presumptions of private law. The status system regu-
lates a particular type of organization or community instead of an individual and recognizes the co-
existence of the strong and the weak in the real life. Thus the special forms and functions of status
rights are established, with their object directly pointing to benefit shares. The status system ap-
plies the governance pattern of “order —obedience” in place of equal consultation, and the func-
tions of party autonomy are restricted in the process of creating, altering and terminating status
legal relationship.

Key Words: status, status system, identity body, construction in private law






