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Abstract ; In order to examine and promote the research of the rule of law, this essay surveys the cog-
nitive process of the rule of law in China, with logical tools from historical perspective, adopting the
approach of literature review and confronting the issue directly. The understanding of the rule of law
always corresponds to the practical needs. There are three main themes in this issue, that is, the jus-
tification, the definition and the quantification of the rule of law. They are not only coexisting with
one another, but also caused and developed by others. More precisely, the rule of law is justified by
comparing with the concepts of the law and legal system in a logical order. Furthermore, the defini-
tion of the rule of law is clarified in the debate over Universalism and localism. And the quantification
of the rule of law manifests the country’ s endeavor to find another way to connect with the legal prac-
tice concretely. In a word, the cognitive process of the rule of law has already integrally displayed the
logic of the rule of law as a theoretical issue. As the result, this process has already justified the legit-
imacy of the rule of law and highlighted the divergence of different standpoints on its definition. At
the same time, our country has started the exploration of the quantification of the rule of law.

Key Words: justification of the rule of law, definition of the rule of law, quantification of the rule of

law, Universalism, localism
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