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Abstract: A new round of reform on administrative approval (i.e. administrative licensing) system
has been in full swing again since 2010. However, this round of reform has not yet shown any obvious
sign of breaking itself from the existing pattern of tidal movement and formalism; the practice of osten-
tatiously reducing but secretly increasing items of administrative approval is still prevalent. The 2003
Administrative Licensing Law has failed to free the reform of administrative approval system from
structural constraints. A new approach to overcome the difficulties faced by the reform is to introduce
the concept of administrative constitutionalism that focuses on the structural reformation within the ad-
ministrative system and process as well as on the entire constitutional system, into which the internal
structure is embedded, and to establish such mechanisms as ad hoc administrative reform committee,
open research plan and agenda-setting, democratic deliberation with full participation by the public
and relevant experts, annual and special administrative reform reports and the authorization mecha-
nisms for pilot reform, so as to normalize and standardize the reform of the administrative approval
system.

Key Words: reform of the administrative approval system, law on administrative licensing, adminis-

trative reform committee
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