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Abstract: There are major conceptual and operational defects in China’ s current land planning and
management system. These defects include: a) lack of human-oriented design; b) overly abstract
land-ownership ideologies with insufficient application strategy; ¢) overly centralized authority in land
planning and management ; and d) rigid technical specifications that do not apply well to practical sit-
uations. Consequences of these defects include severe waste of land resources, poor living quality of
residents,, and homogeneity in urban and rural landscape designs throughout the country. China needs
to systematically adjust its land planning and management policies, including to balance public au-
thority and private rights and to define and differentiate their scopes; to give individuals enough free-
dom to exercise their private rights while ensuring fairness and upholding public and interests, so as to
let the market plays the decisive role in the utilization of land resources; to adopt a more human-ori-
ented philosophy in urban and rural planning and to give equal prominence to social welfare and eco-
nomical and development-intensive designs; to increase the proportion of land utilized for the con-
struction of residence for the general public; to improve the efficiency of land management by decen-
tralizing corresponding bureaucratic systems; to accelerate the construction and implementation of a
well-rounded legal system of land planning and management; to update technical specifications to en-
courage human-oriented planning designs and optimize land utilization; to adopt scientific policies
supported by up-to-date research and experiment; to prevent monopolies in the certification proces-
ses; and to improve the designers’ accountability mechanism.

Key Words: ownership, planning of land utilization, passive planning, reform of the land planning

and management system
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