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Abstract; Quantitative research based on probability sampling shows that the imposition of the death
penalty on the crime of organizing prostitution enjoys a very low public approval rate, which is in stark
contrast to the public opinion appeared in the media and cyberspace. The public debate on the ques-
tion of whether to abolish the death penalty is of great importance to the deepening of the reform of the
death penalty system. The abolition of the death penalty by way of “sudden death” led by political
leaders is not feasible in China. The abolition of the death penalty by way of increasing public support
through elite discourse is also infeasible because of the absence of elite concept in China. The only
practical way of reforming the death penalty system in China is to abolish the death penalty for specific
offences for which the punishment is in the public opinion disproportionate to the crime. In this
process, it is very important to prevent “false public opinions” caused by certain communication phe-
nomenon, such as “the spiral of silence” , from exerting improper influence on legislation and the ad-
ministration of justice. To ensure the correct direction of the death penalty reform, the empirical re-
search method in this field should be improved. The method of combining probability sampling based
on related official population-based statistics, anonymous computer-assisted survey and “story-tell-
ing” questioning strategy is feasible and effective in measuring sensitive indicators of public opinion.
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