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Abstract; The establishment of “one person one vote” principle in China can be traced back to Shan-
Gan-Ning Border Area during the Anti-Japanese War period, and was provided for in the first Election
Law of the People’ s Republic of China in 1953. But this principle has not worked very well in direct
election of deputies to the people’ s congresses at the county and township level since its implementa-
tion. Multiple factors have contributed to this situation, including institutional, economic and social
barriers. After the reform of Election Law in 2010, election of deputies to the people’ s congresses in
urban and rural areas is based on the same population ratio and the “one person one vote” principle
has regained wide attention. To promote the implementation of this principle and realize equal repre-
sentation in China, a set of clear and specific rules on the division of constituency should be estab-
lished. Firstly, the system of unit constituency should be abolished as soon as possible and “popula-
tion” should be defined clearly as total population, so as to ensure that each person has only one
vote. Secondly, an enforceable offset value should be set according to the “roughly equal” provision,
so as make sure that the population represented by each deputy in one electoral district will not exceed
twice the population represented by each deputy in another electoral district. Implementing these spe-
cific rules derived from “one person one vote” principle will be an effective way to prevent arbitrary
division of electoral districts and gerrymandering and to embody the state’ s respect for citizen’ s right
to vote, and therefore should be taken seriously in the division of electoral districts in the election of
people’ s congresses at the county and township levels.

Key Words: one person one vote, division of electoral districts, right to vote, election law
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