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Abstract ; Traditional theory that distinguishes between concrete potential damage offense from ab-
stract potential damage offense by such key words as “enough to” and “endanger public security” is
self-contradictory. On the one hand, it holds that dangers in concrete potential damage offense must
be very specific and imminent, on the other hand, it gives up the determination of specific potential
damage in concrete potential damage offense cases. There should exist between concrete potential
damage offense and abstract potential damage offense a quasi-abstract potential damage offense, which
needs to be determined according to the standard of concrete and substantial danger. The current Chi-
nese Criminal Law provides for the following quasi-abstract potential damage offenses: five kinds of
potential damage offense described by the key word “enough to”, three kinds potential damage of-
fense involving dangerous substances, three kinds of potential damage offense of sabotaging public fa-
cilities, one kind of offence of endangering flight safety by means of violence, one kind of offense of
endangering public safety by illegal possession of firearms, and one kind of offense of environmental
pollution. Expressions used to describe these crimes, such as “enough to”, “endangering public
safety” , “endangering flight safety” and “seriously polluting the environment” , are the requirements
on the nature of the object of offence or the offence itself. They are aimed at distinguishing such of-
fences from theft, intentional destruction of property and other relevant crimes, but do not mean that
these offences can be constituted only if real, imminent and concrete potential damage has been
caused.

Key Words; concrete potential damage offense, abstract potential damage offense, quasi-abstract po-

tential damage offense
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