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Abstract: Governance refers to the processes of interaction and decision-making among the actors in-
volved in a collective problem that lead to the creation, reinforcement, or reproduction of social norms
and institutions. The change from “government” to “governance” is one of the more noteworthy de-
velopments in the field of contemporary social science. It marks a transition of decision-making from
the hierarchical form to more network-based forms, a blurring of boundaries between private and pub-
lic actors, and a shift of the emphasis away from statutory law to more flexible “soft law”. The nais-
sance of governance brings new challenges to the development of law and requires that the future Chi-
nese Civil Code reflects the spirit, and responds to the actual needs, of the contemporary time. The
manifestations of this spirit include that, the liberalism of the Civil Code necessitates the strict limita-
tion of the public power in private sphere, the methodological individualism of the Code entails the
enhancement of the protection of individual rights, especially individual property right, the humanism
of the Code implies the protection of fundamental rights in private relations, the openness of the Code
renders it necessary to incorporate other sources of law, and the ecologic character of the Code re-
quires it to pay more attention to environmental protection in its property law and tort law. The rela-
tion between the codification of the Chinese Civil Law and the modernization of the governance system
is quite dialectic. While the former constitutes an essential part of the latter and contributes largely to
the realization of the latter, the latter provides the framework and the perspective to the former and
sets up objectives for the former.

Key Words: governance, civil code, liberalism, humanism, openness, ecologism
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