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Abstract; Dignity is the key concept in contemporary constitutional text and practice around the
world. In theory, however, it is also faced with such challenges as different degrees of positive analy-
sis, vague concepts, and value conflicts. The systematization of the theory of dignity itself is the key
to meeting these challenges. Dignity comes from the fundamental capacity of human beings to reflect
on, evaluate and choose their own way of life. As such, it has three layers of basic meaning, namely
the meaning in terms of ontology, relationship theory, and constitutive theory. Although, because of
the differences in the constitutional practice and its environment, the degree of positive analysis of
dignity varies from one country to another, it is still possible to extract from such practice a formal
system of dignity theory by taking “the constitution protection of dignity” as the standard, and con-
struct a coherent system of content, substance and value from the three groups of core meaning. Such
an abstract dual system needs constitutional law interpretation to achieve two core goals ; concretization
of the sphere of protection and rationalization of value judgment. Finally, under this theoretical frame-
work , the dignity clause in Chinese constitutional law is embodied formally in “the normative position
constituted thorough the interaction between internal and external factors” and essentially in the pur-
suit of gentleman’s personality and anthropomorphic shaping of national ethics.

Key Words: human dignity, formal system of dignity, substantive system of dignity, dignity in con-

stitutional law
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