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Abstract: As a result of the centralization of the state administrative power and the abolition of agri-
cultural tax during the reform and opening up, various conflicts between “township administration”
and “village autonomy” have gradually emerged in Chinese rural society, which have directly im-
paired the state’ s capacity to mobilize and administrate the rural society. Rural justice was suscepti-
ble to the influence of not only the state power, but also the multi-cultural network of rural micro pow-
er emanating from traditional rural clans, customs and returned orders. Grassroots courts have under-
taken such political tasks as realizing the penetration of state power into rural society, reshaping the
basis of state power, and taming rural micro power. In order to ensure the submerging of state power,
some necessary controls, such as evaluation mechanism, rural judicial discipline and ideological infil-
tration, have been exercise on rural justice by the state. Rural justice survives in between state power
and rural micro power. It could play its role neither on the basis of complete separation of law and
politics, as advocated by the theory of formal legality, nor completely on the basis of “local knowl-
edge” , as advocated by the theory of governance. Organization and mobilization are still significant
methods used to submerge the state power into rural society. Local judicial officials always adopt a
pragmatic strategy in the filing and trial of cases and in the execution of judgments. Therefore, an im-
portant question faced by rural justice is how to correctly handle the relationship between ideology and
rural justice, improve the technical governance of rural justice, and integrate rural micro powers.

Key Words: rural justice, state governance, the submerging of state power, micro power of village
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