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Abstract; With “obvious improperness” as a ground for judicial review being provided for in the Chi-
nese Administrative Litigation Law in 2014, administrative discretion will no longer be immune to the
court’ s review. However, the nature, scope and extent of such review are still to be discussed. In
this article, the author argues that such issues should be understood in the entire context of the Chi-
nese legal structure. An obviously improper administrative act is, in nature, an unlawful act. This
standard applies only to the discretionary measures adopted by an agency in dealing with a case, but
not to the issues of jurisdiction, procedure or evidence. The court may use legal principles, law en-
forcement guidelines, precedents and so on, to judge whether the act in question is proper or not.
While bold in exercising its review power, the court should also give sufficient deference to adminis-
trative agency in case it improperly intervenes into administrative management.

Key Words: administration litigation, review criteria, obvious improperness, review of reasonable-

ness, substantive legitimacy
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