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Abstract: The relationship between rule-based Party governance and law-based state governance is an
issue that affects the future development of the rule of Law in China. To properly deal with this issue,
China must answer the following three fundamental questions: what is the role played by the Party in
the construction of the rule of law in China? Why is rule-based Party governance the key to law —
based state governance? And how to establish a linkage between the two? There are different roads to
the development of the rule of law in the world. The Party-led paradigm of the rule of law is deter-
mined by the politics of the rule of law. It requires an authority to act as the driving and safeguarding
mechanism for the development of the rule of law in developing countries. The most feasible and ef-
fective way of ensuring the observance of law by the authority under the precondition of guaranteeing
the authority is to build a strict rule-based internal Party governance system. Rule-based Party govern-
ance is the key to law-based state governance because it conforms to both the broad and the narrow
conceptions of the rule of law, and it is also the most plausible way to control the most powerful politi-
cal organ in China today. However, rule-based Party governance is not equal to law-based state gov-
ernance. In order to establish a linkage between the two, it is necessary to continuously raise the rule-
of-law level of the rule-based Party governance.

Key Words: rule-based Party governance, law-based state governance, intra-Party laws and regula-

tions, strengthening Party self-discipline, Party and rule of law
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