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Abstract: In China, although disputes over land acquisition is common in administrative litigation
courts are reluctant to carry out judicial review of such disputes because they think land acquisition
decisions involve too many political factors and may cause social unrest. However, the Administrative
Litigation Law requires courts to review most administrative disputes because they are closely related
to citizens’ property rights. So the judges need to find a formal legitimacy basis for their refusal to
carry out judicial review of disputes over land acquisition decision. Our study shows that, in order to
achieve this purpose, judges often treat land acquisition decisions as “final administrative ruling” on
the basis of Article 30 (2) of the Administrative Reconsideration Law. Such a practice has not only
been strongly supported by precedents, but also confirmed by the Official Reply of the Supreme Peo-
ple’ s Court on Issues concerning the Application of Article 30 Paragraph 2 of the Administrative Re-
consideration Law. However, this author believes that this practice is based on an analogical interpre-
tation of Article 30 paragraph 2 of the Administrative Reconsideration Law that seriously distorts the o-
riginal purpose of the law and is not in conformity with the nature of “final administrative ruling”.
Therefore, it should be abandoned after the revision of Administrative Litigation Law. Actually, land
acquisition decision is not and cannot be final administrative ruling. The opinion of the Supreme Peo-
ple’ s Court on this issue is incorrect.

Key Words: land acquisition decision, final administrative ruling, administrative litigation
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