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Abstract; Although empirical legal studies in China have played an important role in the submission
of legislative proposals, they have also been criticized for lacking scientific nature. Making a reasona-
ble evaluation of the status quo of the empirical legal studies is helpful to having a rational under-
standing of the development of the legal scholarship in China. This author carries out a statistical re-
search on empirical legal studies in China by taking the relevant papers from the CNKI database as the
main samples and employing information-based methods. The research shows that empirical legal
studies in China have been growing steadily both in quantity and quality since 2000 and it is estimated
that they will continue the upward trend of development in the next few years. The developing empiri-
cal legal studies in China are faced with such problems as the deficiency of theoretical reserves, limit-
ed interdisciplinary integration, and the difficulty in obtaining the empirical data from the practice.
Empirical legal studies should take the reflection on realistic problems in Chinese society as its re-
sponsibility, develop more scientific methodologies, and establish a theoretical system with native
characteristics through multi-disciplinary cooperative research. Only in this way can they be able to
bring the legal scholarship in China out of the ivory tower and into the practical world and gain knowl-
edge from practice.

Key Words: empirical legal studies, visual quantitative analysis, methodology of jurisprudence, par-

adigm of legal research
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