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Abstract; In Chinese theory and practice of insurance law, the insurance compensation belongs ex-
clusively to the beneficiary. Where the policyholder and the beneficiary are not the same person in al-
truistic life insurance contract, the beneficiary’ s direct right to claim insurance compensation does
not negate the specific legal relationship between the beneficiary and the policyholder. On the one
hand, the beneficiary has the right to claim insurance compensation directly from the insurer accord-
ing to insurance contract; on the other hand, whether the beneficiary can finally obtain insurance
compensation will depend on the existence of the relationship between the policyholder and the benefi-
ciary. Such consideration relationship is distinct from the compensation relationship, whose legal na-
ture is a unilateral gift given by the policyholder to the beneficiary. The interest relationship between
the policyholder and his property interested parties should be adjusted according to the standard of u-
nilateral gift conduct. The creditor of the insured may revoke the gift in accordance with the relevant
provisions of the Civil Law. When the beneficiary is a co-heir, other heirs may claim certain rights of
insurance compensation in accordance with the Inheritance Law.

Key Words: life insurance compensation, consideration relationship, creditor’ s revocation right, co-

heir
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